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TAGS: WFC, lORG, UN, MX 

SUBJECT: WFC PREPARATORY MEETING - SECOND DAY 

1. THE SECOND DAY OE THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE BEGAN WITH 
AN EXTENDED DEBATE BY NUMEROUS DELEGATES WHO WISHED THE 


CONSULTATIVE GROUP ON FOOD PRODUCTION AND INVESTMENT TO 
BE RESURRECTED (OR AT LEAST THAT ITS FUNCTIONS CONTINUE) 

AND WITH WIDESPREAD OPPOSITION TO THE PRODUCTION PROPOSAL 
OF THE SECRETARIAT. SUCH CONELICT REFLECTS A LACK OF 
FOCUS THAT THUS FAR CHARACTERIZES THE MEETING. NEVERTHE- 
LESS, TANGO AND WALTERS ARE MODERATELY OPTIMISTIC THAT A 
COHERENT DOCUMENT CAN BE PREPARED EOR PRESENTATION TO THE 
MINISTERIAL SESSIONS. THEIR OPTIMISM IS BASED ON THE FACT 
OF DIVISION WITHIN THE G-77 BETWEEN ROME GROUP AND HOME 
OFEICE REPRESENTATIVES. SUCH DIVISION CUTS BOTH WAYS, 

OF COURSE. YESTERDAY TANCO FAILED IN CAUCUS TO BRING THE 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES INTO LINE BEHIND THE THEN CURRENT 
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VERSION OF THE SECRETARIAT'S RECOMMENDATIONS. HIS EFFORTS 
REPORTEDLY INCLUDED SUCH THEATRICS AS AN OFEER TO RESIGN. 

AS A RESULT OE HIS EAILURE AND G-77 DIVISION, THE G-77 
SPOKESMAN (MASUD) SPEAKING LATER ON THE PRODUCTION ISSUE, 
OFEERED THE MEETING AN ALTERNATIVE SET OF RECOMMENDATIONS, 
BUT INDICATED VARIOUS INDIVIDUAL G-77 DELEGATES HAD SUP- 
PLEMENTARY SUGGESTIONS. THE G-77 PROPOSAL IGNORES COM- 
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PLETELY THE SECRETARIAT'S SCHEME EOR DONOR/RECIPIENT CON- 
EERENCES TO AGREE UPON DEVELOPMENT PRIORITY. INSTEAD IT 
REHASHES OLD THEMES OE DONOR RESPONSIBILITIES. THE CUR- 
RENT G-77 LINE IN DEEENSE OF THIS POSITION RUNS ROUGHLY 
AS EOLLOWS: "WE HAVE CONCENTRATED ON RESOURCES ON AGRICUL- 
TURE AS DEMANDED BUT YOU HAVE NOT FOLLOWED SUIT." WHILE 
THE G-77 COUNTRIES RECOMMENDATIONS ARE PROBABLY NOT A 
SERIOUS THREAT, THEY DO ILLUSTRATE THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF 
THE WFC IS LESS IN CONTROL IN MEXICO THAN IT WAS IN MANILA. 

2. U. S. INTERVENTIONS HAVE THUS FAR BEEN WELL RECEIVED. 

WE CONTINUE TO HAVE A RESERVE OF GOOD WILL TO DRAW UPON 
HERE THAT SHOULD SERVE US WELL NEXT WEEK. REGARDING OTHER 
DC DELEGATIONS, IN GENERAL THEY ARE MORE RELAXED THAN 
LAST YEAR. AT THIS STAGE, ACCORDINGLY, THE PROBLEMS WOULD 
SEEM TO BE INTRA G-77. 

3. WITH REGARD TO DETAILS: AFTERNOON OF THE FIRST DAY AND 
MORNING OF THE SECOND WAS SPENT IN DISCUSSION OE INEORMA- 
TION ITEMS ON THE AGENDA. MEXICO PROLONGED DEBATE CON- 
SIDERABLY BY INTRODUCING A MOTION THAT EITHER CONSULTATIVE 
GROUP ON POOD PRODUCTION AND INVESTMENT (CGPPI) BE RECON- 
STITUTED OR THAT ITS FUNCTIONS BE ABSORBED BY WPC. THROUGH 
THE COURSE OP TWENTY INTERVENTIONS AND A RECESS WPC PRES- 
IDENT TANCO GUIDED GROUP TO CONCLUSION THAT CGPPI DEMISE 

IS AN ACCOMPLISHED PACT WITH ITS SPONSORING AGENCIES AS- 
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SUMING ITS OPERATIONAL PUNCTIONS, THAT CGPPI ROLE IN IM- 
PROVING COORDINATION BETWEEN DONORS, RECIPIENT AND AGEN- 
CIES SHOULD BE ASSUMED BY WFC, WITHIN ITS EXISTING BUDGET, 

AND THAT PRECISE WAY IN WHICH WFC WOULD ASSUME THIS ROLE 
WOULD BE CONSIDERED UNDER DISCUSSION OF SECRETARIAT PROPO- 
SALS REGARDING INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION. U. S. DELEGA- 
TION DID NOT BECOME INVOLVED IN THIS DISCUSSION. 

4. AT THE END OP THE TUESDAY MORNING SESSION, GROUP DECIDED 
THAT THE PREPARATORY MEETING SHOULD ATTEMPT TO PRODUCE 
DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS ON ALL ISSUES UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR 
REFERRAL TO MINISTERIAL MEETING. AS A RESULT OF THIS DECI- 
SION THE RAPPORTEUR WILL PREPARE A PROPOSED TEXT THURSDAY 
EVENING WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED BY A WORKING GROUP ON 
PRIDAY AND REFERRED TO A PLENARY SESSION, HOPEPULLY LATE 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON, FOR APPROVAL. WORKING GROUP WILL BE 
COMPOSED OF TWO REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH OF FIVE REGIONS, 

I.E. ASIA, AFRICA, LATIN AMERICA, THE OECD COUNTRIES 

(U. S.) AND SOCIALIST COUNTRIES. 

5. THIS COURSE OF ACTION RUNS THE RISK THAT ROME G-77 WILL 
LOAD TEXT WITH NUMEROUS UNACCEPTABLE DEMANDS, BUT LIMITS 
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THE ABILITY WFC SECRETARIAT TO PRESENT THE MINISTERIAL 
SESSION WITH A LIST OF RECOMMENDATIONS ON WHICH GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE NOT HAD A CHANCE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS (IN THE U. S. 

CASE, THE SECRETARIAT HAS FAILED TO REFLECT ON VIEWS IN 
TWO PREVIOUS DRAFTS). 

6. ENTIRE TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION WAS DEVOTED TO FIRST 
SUBSTANTIVE AGENDA ITEM, INCREASING FOOD PRODUCTION. G-77 
SPOKESMAN (PAKISTAN) DELIVERED ROUTINE STATEMENT ON NEED 
FOR INCREASED FLOWS OF EXTERNAL RESOURCES, CITING WHAT HE 
CALLED TARGET OF $8.3 BILLION, BUT MAKING NO COMMENT ON 
SECRETARIAT PROPOSALS FOR PREPARATION OF FOOD INVESTMENT 
STRATEGIES. MOST OTHER SPEAKERS FOUND DIFFICULTY WITH 
SOME ASPECT OF SECRETARIAT PROPOSALS, FAO AND IBRD BOTH 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PASS TO USDA FOR HATHAWAY ELECTRONIC A ELY 

DELIVERED RELATIVELY HARSH STATEMENTS QUESTIONING VIABI- 
LITY OF FOOD PLAN APPROACH AND THE NEED FOR WFC INVOLVE- 
MENT IN COUNTRY-LEVEL PLANNING BUT STOPPED SHORT OF RE- 
FUSING TO COOPERATE. FAO STATED FOOD PLANNING MUST BE 
INTEGRATED WITH AGRICULTURAL PLANNING AND ULTIMATELY OVER- 
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ALL DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND THAT PROJECT APPROACH IS THE ONLY 
WAY TO OBTAIN EXTERNAL RESOURCES. IBRD REEERRED TO ITS 
COUNTRY CONSULTATIVE GROUP SYSTEM AND CITED NEED TO INTE- 
GRATE ALL SECTORS IN COUNTRY PLANNING, BUT STATED THAT 
WITHIN THIS ERAMEWORK CERTAIN COUNTRIES MAY WISH TO STRESS 
EOOD. SEVERAL DEVELOPING COUNTRIES DID NOT LIKE EXCLUSI- 
VITY CONNOTED BY SELECTING A SMALL NUMBER OF COUNTRIES EOR 
ATTENTION. ALMOST ALL SPEAKERS OPPOSED IDEA OE SPECIAL 
MEETINGS TO DISCUSS CONSTRAINTS TO INCREASING RESOURCES EOR 
EOOD PRODUCTION AND BOTH DEVELOPING AND DEVELOPED COUNTRIES 
SPOKE AGAINST REEERENCE TO DAC, THOUGH EOR DIEEERENT 
REASONS. LUCEY 
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